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EXTRACTS 


From  the  Will  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Charles  Reuben  Hale, 
D.  D.,  LIv.  D.,  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  Springfield,  bor?i 
1837  ;  consecrated  July  26,  1892  ;  died  December  25,  1900. 


1,  Charles  Reuben  Hale,  Bishop  of  Cairo,  Bishop  Coadjutor  of 
Springfield,  of  the  City  of  Cairo,  Illinois,  do  make,  publish,  and  declare 
this,  as  and  for  my  Last  Will  and  Testament,  hereby  revoking  all  former 
wills  by  me  made. 

First.  First  of  all,  I  commit  myself,  soul  and  body,  into  the  hands 
of  Jesus  Christ,  my  Lord  and  Saviour,  in  Whose  Merits  alone  I  trust,  look- 
ing for  the  Resurrection  of  the  Body  and  the  Life  of  the  World  to  come. 

Fourteenth.  All  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  Estate,  personal  and  real, 
not  in  this  my  Will  otherwise  specifically  devised,  wheresoever  situate,  and 
whether  legal  or  equitable,  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  to  "The  Western 
Theological  Seminary,  Chicago,  Illinois,"  above  mentioned,  but  neverthe- 
less In  Trust,  provided  it  shall  accept  the  trust  by  an  instrument  in  writ- 
ing so  stating,  filed  with  this  Will  in  the  Court  where  probated,  within  six 
months  after  the  probate  of  this  Will — for  the  general  purpose  of  promot- 
ing the  Catholic  Faith,  in  its  purity  and  integrity,  as  taught  in  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, held  by  the  Primitive  Church,  summed  up  in  the  Creeds  and 
affirmed  by  the  undisputed  General  Councils,  and,  in  particular,  to  be 
used  only  and  exclusively  for  the  purposes  following,  to  wit : — 

(1)  The  establishment,  endowment,  printing,  and  due  circulation 
of  a  yearly  Sermon,  to  be  delivered  annually  forever,  in  memory  of  my 
dear  wife,  Anna  McK.  T.  Hale,  to  be  known  as  "The  Hale  Memorial  Ser- 
mon," and 

(2)  The  establishment,  endowment,  publication  and  due  circula- 
tion of  Courses  of  Lectures,  to  be  delivered  annually  forever,  to  be  called 
"The  Hale  Lectures." 

The  subject  of  this  Sermon  shall  be  some  branch  of  Church  Work, 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Trustees  of  "The 
Western  Theological  Seminary,  Chi^aio,  Illinois,"  deserves  to  be  better 


In  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 
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known,  in  order  that  it  may  be  more  adequately  appreciated.  These  ser- 
mons shall  be  preached  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  said  Trustees  of  The 
Western  Theological  Seminary,  Chicago,  Illinois,  may  appoint,  and  shall 
be  printed  in  a  style  similar  to  the  Sermons  of  this  kind  already  published 
under  my  direction,  viz:  "Confucianism  in  its  relation  to  Christianity," 
and  "The  Religion  of  the  Dakotas."  One  hundred  copies  of  each  of  these 
Sermons  are  to  be  given,  so  soon  as  they  come  from  the  press,  to  the 
preacher  thereof,  and  one  copy  of  such  Sermon  is,  so  soon  thereafter  as 
may  be,  to  be  sent  to  each  Bishop  in  the  Anglican  Communion,  and  to 
such  other  Bishops  as  may  be  in  full  communion  with  these  Bishops,  to 
the  Patriarchs  and  other  chief  Hierarchs  of  the  Orthodox  Eastern 
Churches,  and  to  the  chief  Public  Libraries  throughout  the  world.  Should 
it  be,  at  any  time,  deemed  expedient  to  offer  any  of  these  Sermons  for 
sale,  the  entire  receipts,  over  and  above  the  expenses  incurred  in  such 
sale,  shall  be  given  to  "The  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America," 
a  Corporation  existing  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the 
uses  of  said  Society. 

The  preacher  of  the  Hale  Memorial  Sermon  shall  always  be  a  clergy- 
man of  the  American  Church,  commonly  called  "The  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church,"  or  of  some  Church  in  communion  with  the  same,  or  of  one 
of  the  Orthodox  Eastern  Churches. 


The  Western  Theological  Seminary  has  accepted  the  Trusteeship  as 
outlined  in  the  above  extracts  from  the  will  of  the  late  Bishop  Hale. 

It  will  be  the  aim  of  the  Seminary,  through  the  Hale  Sermons,  to 
make  from  time  to  time  some  valuable  contributions  to  certain  of  the 
Church  problems  of  the  day,  without  thereby  committing  itself  to  the 
utterances  of  its  own  selected  Preachers. 


The  Work  of  the  Church 
Among  Mormons 


"God  shall  send  them  strong  delusion,  that  they  should  believe  a 
lie/ '— II  Thess.  2 :11. 

One  of  the  provisions  of  the  Trust  under 
which  the  Hale  Memorial  Sermons  are  delivered 
and  published  is  that  the  subject  of  the  sermon  shall 
be  some  branch  of  Church  work  in  any  part  of  the 
world  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Western  Theological  Seminary,  deserves  to  be 
better  known  in  order  that  it  may  be  more  ade- 
quately appreciated.  In  designating  The  Work 
of  the  Church  among  the  Mormons  as  the  subject 
of  the  sermon  for  1921,  the  Trustees  have  chosen  a 
branch  of  Church  work  which,  it  is  felt  by  those 
who  know  it  best,  is  second  to  none  in  the  urgency 
of  its  claim  upon  the  attention  and  appreciation 
and  support  of  the  Church. 

Mormonism  arose  in  the  early  years  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  It  was 
one  of  the  products  of  the  wave  of  emotional  re- 
ligious enthusiasm  which  swept  over  some  of  the 
eastern  states  during  that  period,  but  its  claims 
were  so  arrogant,  and  its  doctrines  and  practices  so 
peculiar,  that  it  immediately  assumed,  and  has  ever 
retained,  an  unique  position  among  contemporary 
sects. 

Mormonism  is  based  upon  a  two-fold  revelation 
from  on  high,  alleged  to  have  been  made  through  an 
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angel  to  its  founder  and  first  prophet,  Joseph 
Smith,  Jr.  First,  a  revelation  that  all  existing  re- 
ligions were  corrupt  and  their  creeds  an  abomina- 
tion to  God.1  At  some  period  during  the  long  history 
of  Christianity,  true  faith  had  fled  from  the  earth, 
the  authority  and  power  of  the  priesthood  had  been 
withdrawn,  and  the  Church  had  become  '  dead.2 
Second,  a  revelation  designating  Smith  as  prophet, 
seer,  and  revelator  of  the  Lord  in  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Church  on  earth,  and  directing  him  to 
a  hill  called  Cumorah,  wherein,  so  he  was  informed, 
would  be  found  certain  golden  plates  containing 
sacred  writings,  together  with  the  Urim  and 
Thummim,  or  key  to  their  translation.3 

These  plates  were  duly  unearthed  and  translated, 
and  the  translation  was  published  to  the  world 
under  the  name  of  The  Book  of  Mormon.  The  book 
purports  to  be  a  history  compiled  by  a  prophet 
Mormon  from  earlier  documents,  of  the  ancient 
immigrants  to  the  Western  Hemisphere.  The 
later  portion  of  these  were  Jews  who  came  here 
about  600  B.  C.  It  also  contains  an  account  of  the 
appearance  of  Christ  among  them  soon  after  His 
Ascension,  and  of  the  founding  by  Him  of  the 
Church,  and  of  its  subsequent  decline.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  contain  "the  fulness  of  the  everlasting 


1  Extracts  from  the  History  of  Joseph  Smith,  Pearl  of  Great  Price, 
Deseret  News,  Salt  Lake  City,  1917,  Page  85. 

2  The  Great  Apostasy,  by  Jas.  E.  Talmage;  Zion's  Printing  &  Publish- 
ing Company,  Independence,  Mo.,  page  13,  ff. 

3  Extracts  from  History  of  Joseph  Smith,  Pearl  of  Great  Price, 
Page  89. 
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Gospel  ....  as  delivered  by  the  Saviour  to 
the  ancient  inhabitants. "  4 

Besides  this  book,  which  holds  first  place  in  their 
system,  the  Mormons  have  also  a  book  of  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  revela- 
tions alleged  to  have  been  given  to  Smith  for  the 
enlightenment  and  government  of  the  faithful ;  and 
the  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  which  contains  a  nar- 
rative of  the  ' ' Visions  of  Moses"  as  revealed  to 
Joseph  Smith,  and  "The  Book  of  Abraham",  the 
latter  an  alleged  translation  of  a  papyrus  which 
fell  into  Smith's  hands,  containing  certain  writings 
of  Abraham  during  his  sojourn  in  Egypt.  (For  a 
specimen  of  the  Book  of  Abraham,  see  Ap- 
pendix E). 

Having  been  thus  chosen  prophet  and  leader  of 
the  Church  of  the  new  dispensation,  and  having 
been  invested  by  celestial  messengers  with  the  long- 
lost  authority  of  the  priesthood, r'  Smith  proceeded, 

4  Extracts  from  History  of  Joseph  Smith,  Pearl  of  Great  Price 
Page  89. 

5  Words  of  the  Angel,  John,  (the  Baptist)  spoken  to  Joseph  Smith, 
Jr.,  and  Oliver  Cowdery,  as  he  (the  angel)  laid  his  hands  upon  their 
heads  and  ordained  them  to  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  in  Harmony, 
Susquehanna  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  15,  1829. 

"Upon  you  my  fellow  servants,  in  the  name  of  Messiah,  I  confer  the 
Priesthood  of  Aaron,  which  holds  the  keys  of  the  ministering  of  Angels 
and  of  the  Gospel  of  Repentance,  and  of  baptism  by  immersion  for  the 
remission  of  sins;  and  this  shall  never  be  taken  again  from  the  earth, 
until  the  sons  of  Levi  do  offer  again  an  offering  unto  the  Lord  in  right- 
eousness."   Doctrine  and  Covenants  13. 

"    .  Peter  and  James  and  John,  whom  I  have  sent  unto  you, 

by  whom  I  have  ordained  you  and  confirmed  you  to  be  apostles,  and 
especial  witnesses  of  my  name,  and  bear  the  keys  of  your  ministry,  and 
of  the  same  things  which  I  revealed  unto  them.  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 27 : 12. 
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in  April,  1830,  to  organize  the  "  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints"  in  Fayette,  Seneca 
County,  New  York.  The  organization  grew  rapid- 
ly, but  its  peculiar  teachings  and  practices  brought 
it  into  frequent  conflict  with  the  civil  authorities, 
and  in  the  course  of  these  Smith  lost  his  life  in 
Carthage,  111.,  in  1844.  Kirtland,  Ohio,  Independ- 
ence, Mo.,  and  Nauvoo,  111.,  were  successively  its 
headquarters,  until  finally,  in  1847,  the  majority  of 
its  members,  under  the  leadership  of  Brigham 
Young,  emigrated  to  the  valley  of  the  great  Salt 
Lake,  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Utah,  where  they 
proceeded  to  establish  themselves,  and,  for  many 
years,  to  develop  their  religious  institutions,  with- 
out serious  interference  from  outside. 

At  the  foundation  of  the  Mormon  theological 
system  lies  the  principle  of  continuous  revelation. 
God  directly  reveals  His  truth  and  His  will,  from 
time  to  time,  through  the  sacred  priesthood,  as  oc- 
casion requires.  No  creed,  therefore,  is  accepted 
by  the  Church  as  a  fixed  and  final  statement  of  be- 
lief, since  further  revelation  may  be  given  at  any 
time. ' 

However,  a  summary  of  its  present  doctrinal  po- , 
sition  is  given  in  a  statement  issued  by  Smith  in 
1841,  and  later  reaffirmed  by  the  Church,  known  as 

0  "The  Canon  of  Scripture  is  still  open;  many  lines,  many  precepts, 
are  still  to  be  added;  revelation,  surpassing  in  importance  and  glorious 
fulness  any  that  has  been  recorded,  will  yet  be  given  to  the  Church,  and 
be  declared  to  the  world."  (The  Articles  of  Faith,  by  Jas.  E.  Talmage, 
Page  323,  Bureau  of  Information,  Temple  Block,  Salt  Lake  City). 

The  entire  volume  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants  is  evidence  of  the 
Mormon  belief  in  the  continuance  of  direct  revelation. 
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4 4 The  Articles  of  Faith.' ' 

These  articles  affirm  belief  in  the  Holy  Trinity, 
in  the  Atonement,  in  Baptism  for  the  remission  of 
sins,7  in  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the 

7  Nevertheless,  the  Bishop  of  Utah  requires  the  rebaptism  of  all 
Mormons  who  come  to  us. 

Mormons  reject  infant  baptism: 

"I  inquired  of  the  Lord  concerning  the  matter  and  the  word  of  the 
Lord  came  to  me  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ....  where- 
fore, my  beloved  son,  I  know  that  it  is  solemn  mockery  before  God,  that 
ye  should  baptize  little  children  ....  little  children  need  no 
repentance,  neither  baptism.  Behold,  I  say  unto  you  that  he  that  sup- 
poseth  that  little  children  need  baptism,  is  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and 
in  the  bonds  of  iniquity;  for  he  hath  neither  faith,  hope,  nor  charity. 
Wherefore,  should  he  be  cut  off  while  in  the  thought,  he  must  go  down 
to  hell.  For  awful  is  the  wickedness  to  suppose  that  God  saveth  one 
child  by  baptism  and  the  other  must  perish  because  he  hath  no  baptism. 
He  that  saith  that  little  children  need  baptism  denieth  the  mercies  of 
Christ,  and  setteth  at  nought  the  atonement  of  him,  and  the  power  of 
his  redemption."    Book  of  Mormon,  Moroni  VIII,  passim. 

But  they  believe  in,  and  practise,  the  baptism  of  the  living  in  behalf 
of  the  departed.     (1  Cor.  15:29). 

"Besides  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  there  are  certain  ordinances  in- 
volving material  works,  which  are  indispensable  to  salvation.  Among 
these  the  Scriptures  specify  baptism  by  immersion  in  water,  and  the 
reception  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  imposition  of  authorized  hands. 
How  can  a  man  be  baptized  when  he  is  dead?  The  answer  is  that  the 
necessary  ordinances  may  be  administered  vicariously  for  the  dead  to 
their  living  representatives  in  the  body.  Thus,  as  a  man  may  be  bap- 
tized in  his  own  person  for  himself,  he  may  be  baptized  as  proxy  for 
his  ancestral  dead.  Herein  we  find  point  and  explanation  of  Paul's 
challenging  question  to  the  doubting  Corinthians :  'Else  what  shall  they 
do  which  are  baptized  for  the  dead,  if  the  dead  rise  not  at  all?  why  are 
they  then  baptized  for  the  dead?"  (I  Cor.  15:29.) 

"The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  affirms  that  the 
Divine  plan  of  salvation  is  not  bounded  by  the  grave;  but  that  the 
Gospel  is  deathless  and  everlasting,  reaching  back  through  all  the  ages 
that  have  sped,  and  forward  into  the  eternities  of  the  future.  Vicar- 
ious service  by  the  living  in  behalf  of  the  dead  is  in  line  with  a  result 
of  the  supreme  sacrifice  embodied  in  the  Atonement  wrought  by  the 
Saviour  of  the  world. 

"Largely  for  the  administration  of  ordinances  in  behalf  of  the  dead 
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HohT  Ghost'  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  reve- 
lation, visions,  and  healing,  in  a  ministry  of  many 
orders,  perpetuated  by  tactual  succession,9  in  the 
Bible  and  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  the  Word  of  God, 
and  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  the  build- 
ing of  Zion  on  this  American  continent.  Several 
of  these  articles  furnish  excellent  points  of  contact 
in  our  work  among  the  Mormons,  but  the  doctrine 

the  Latter-day  Saints  build  and  maintain  Temples,  wherein  the  living 
posterity  enter  the  waters  of  baptism  and  receive  the  laying"  on  of 
hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  representatives  of  their  depart- 
ed progenitors.  This  labor  was  foretold  through  Malachi  as  a  neces- 
sary and  characteristic  feature  of  the  last  dispensation  preceding  the 
advent  of  Christ  in  glory  and  judgment.  Thus,  the  dead  fathers  and 
living  children  are  turned  toward  one  another  in  the  affection  of  a 
kinship  that  is  to  endure  throughout  eternity.     (See  Mai.  4:5-6). 

"We  solemnly  aver  that  on  April  3,  1836,  Elijah,  the  ancient  prophet, 
came  to  earth  and  committed  unto  ths  restored  Church  the  authority 
and  commission  to  administer  in  behalf  of  the  dead."  Progression 
Beyond  the  Grave,  Jas.  E.  Talmage. 

8  "Now  it  came  to  pass  that  when  Alma  had  said  these  words,  that 
he  clapped  his  hands  upon  all  them  that  were  with  him.  And  behold, 
as  he  clapped  his  hands  upon  them,  they  were  filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit."'     (Book  of  Mormon,  Alma  31:36). 

9  Revelation  through  Joseph  the  Prophet,  given  at  Kirtland,  Ohio,  on 
Priesthood: 

"1.  There  are  in  the  Church  two  Priesthoods,  namely,  the 
Melchisedek,  and  Aaronic,  including  the  Levitical  priesthood. 

"5.  All  other  authorities  or  offices  in  the  Church  are  appendages  to 
this  Priesthood. 

"8.  The  Melchisedek  Priesthood  holds  the  right  of  Presidency,  and 
has  power  and  authority  over  all  the  offices  in  the  Church,  in  all  ages 
of  the  world,  to  administer  in  spiritual  things. 

"20.  The  power  and  authority  of  the  lesser  or  Aaronic  priesthood 
is  to  hold  the  keys  of  the  ministering  of  angels,  and  to  administer  in 
outward  ordinances  the  letter  of  the  gospel — the  baptism  of  repentance 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  agreeable  to  the  covenants  and  command- 
ments." (Doctrine  and  Covenants  107:1,  5,  8,  20.  Deseret  News,  Salt 
Lake  City,  1917). 
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of  the  Godhead,  as  interpreted  by  Mormon  theo- 
logians, is  anthropomorphic  and  polytheistic  to 
the  last  degree. 

"The  Father  is  a  personal  being,  possessing  a 
definite  form,  with  bodily  parts  and  spiritual 
passions. '  ',0 

"Both  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  in  form  and 
stature  perfect  men;  each  of  them  possess 
tangible  body,  infinitely  pure  and  perfect,  and  at- 
tended by  transcendent  glory,  yet  a  bod}^  of  flesh 
and  bone."11 

The  Holy  Ghost,  however,  is  a  person  of  spirit 
only,  "not  tabernacled  in  a  body  of  flesh  and 
bone." 

In  other  words,  the  Divine  Persons  are,  in  the 
Mormon  view,  three  distinct  gods— a  celestial 
council,  among  whom  the  Father  holds  the  chief 
place ;  and  the  unity  of  -  the  Godhead  is  a  unity  not 
of  substance,  but  of  purpose  and  activity,  an  equal- 
ity in  omniscience  and  omnipotence.12 

Such  a  conception  of  the  Godhead,  with  all  that 
it  implies,  is  in  itself  a  sufficient  justification  of  the 
work  of  the  Church  among  the  Mormons. 

The  interest  of  the  general  public  in  Mormonism, 

w  The  Articles  of  Faith,  Jas  E.  Talmage,  Page  41. 

11  The  Articles  of  Faith,  Jas.  E.  Talmage,  Page  41. 

12  "In  1820  there  stood  upon  this  globe  one  person  who  knew  beyond 
doubt  or  peradventure  that  the  'orthodox'  conception  of  Deity  as  an 
incorporeal  essence,  devoid  of  definite  shape  and  tangible  substance, 
was  utterly  false.  Joseph  Smith  knew  that  both  the  eternal  Father 
and  His  glorified  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  were  in  form  and  stature  like  unto 
perfect  men;  and  that  in  their  physical  image  and  likeness,  mankind 
had  been  created  in  the  flesh."  Philosophical  basis  of  Mormonism,  by 
Jas.  E.  Talmage,  Page  26.    Bureau  of  Information,  Salt  Lake  City. 
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however,  has  been  chiefly  focussed  upon  the 
Church's  doctrine  and  practice  of  polygamy. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  from  which 
polygamy  originally  sprang,  it  was  justified  in  due 
time  by  an  alleged  revelation  to  Smith,  giving  it 
Divine  Sanction.13 

13  Revelation  on  the  Eternity  of  the  Marriage  Covenant,  including 
Plurality  of  Wives,  given  through  Joseph,  the  Seer,  in  Nauvoo,  Han- 
cock County,  Illinois,  July  12,  1843. 

"Verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  you,  my  servant  Joseph,  that  in- 
asmuch as  you  have  inquired  of  my  hand  to  know  and  understand 
wherein  I,  the  Lord,  justified  my  servants  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob, 
as  also  Moses,  David,  and  Solomon,  my  servants,  as  touching  the 
principle  and  doctrine  of  their  having  many  wives  and  concubines; 

"Behold!  and  lo,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  will  answer  thee  as 
touching  this  matter:  ....  Abraham  received  concubines,  and 
they  bare  him  children,  and  it  was  accounted  unto  him  for  righteousness, 
because  they  were  given  unto  him,  and  he  abode  in  my  law  .... 

"David's  wives  and  concubines  were  given  unto  him,  of  me,  by  the 
hand  of  Nathan,  my  servant  ....  and  in  none  of  these  things 
did  he  sin  against  me,  save  in  the  case  of  Uriah  and  his  wife  .... 
And  again,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  my  servant  Joseph,  that  whatsoever 
you  give  on  earth  and  to  whomsoever  you  give  any  one  on  earth,  by 
my  word,  and  according  to  my  law,  it  shall  be  visited  with  blessings  and 
not  cursings. 

"If  any  man  espouse  a  virgin,  and  desire  to  espouse  another,  and  the 
first  give  her  consent;  and  if  he  espouse  the  second,  and  they  are 
virgins  and  have  vowed  to  no  other  man,  then  is  he  justified;  he  cannot 
commit  adultery,  for  they  are  given  unto  him;  for  he  cannot  commit 
adultery  with  that  belongeth  unto  him,  and  to  no  one  else. 

"And  if  he  have  ten  virgins  given  unto  him  by  this  law,  he  cannot 
commit  adultery,  for  they  belong  to  him,  and  they  are  given  unto  him, 
therefore  is  he  justified  ....  for  they  are  given  unto  him  to 
multiply  and  replenish  the  earth,  according  to  my  commandment,  and 
to  fulfill  the  promise  which  was  given  by  my  Father  before  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world;  and  for  their  exaltation  in  the  eternal  worlds,  that 
they  may  bear  the  souls  of  men;  for  herein  is  the  work  of  my  Father 
continued,  that  he  may  be  glorified."  Doctrine  and  Covenants  132:1,  2, 
37,  38,  39,  48,  61,  62,  63.    (See  Appendix  B). 

The  "Reorganized  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints"  re- 
pudiates this  revelation.    In  a  pamphlet  entitled  An  Open  Letter  to 
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But  it  was  not  until  1852  that  polygamy  was 
openly  accepted  by  the  Church.  In  that  year 
Brigham  Young,  at  a  general  conference  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  publicly  avowed  the  doctrine,  and  en- 
joined the  practice  upon  all  the  faithful  who  were 
able  to  bear  it.  This  edict  at  once  brought  the 
Saints  into  conflict  with  the  Federal  Government, 
and  after  years  of  struggle  in  the  Courts,  the 
Church,  in  1890,  officially  abandoned  the  practice. 
The  principle  of  polygamous  marriage,  however, 
has  never  been  repudiated,  and  doubtless  the 
practice  would  be  generally  revived  if  circum- 
stances permitted. 

Such,  in  briefest  outline,  is  Mormonism  as  it  is 
exhibited  in  the  " dominant  Church' '  in  Utah— a 
vigorous,  thriving,  wealthy,  highly  organized  re- 
ligious cult,  keeping  its  hand,  wherever  possible, 
upon  the  political,  commercial,  and  educational  life 
of  the  Commonwealth,  sure  of  its  Divine  origin, 
certain  of  its  future,  resentful  of  the  invasion  by 
Gentiles  of  a  state  which  it  regards  as  its  own, 
holding  a  creed  which  is  fundamentally  unchris- 
tian, and  out  of  which  has  sprung,  in  the  past,  much 


the  Clergy  by  Elbert  A.  Smith  of  this  Church,  we  read:  "Behind  the 
evil  mask  of  Utah  Mormonism  is  seen  the  face  of  Brigham  Young,  not 
that  of  Joseph  Smith.  The  so-called  revelation  sanctioning  polygamy, 
found  in  Utah  editions  of  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  while  it 
bears  the  name  of  Joseph  Smith,  was  never  published  until  eight  years 
after  his  death,  and  was  then  produced  by  Brigham  Young.  It  is  a 
fraudulent  document."  Page  9.  (See  Appendix  C  for  an  account  of 
the  Reorganized  Church,  and  The  True  Origin  of  Mormon  Polygamy 
by  C.  A.  Shook  (The  Standard  Publishing  Company,  Cincinnati),  for 
evidence  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  polygamist.) 
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that  is  unlovely  and  vicious  and  which  cannot  pos- 
sibly meet  the  deeper  needs  of  the  spiritual  life  of 
its  devotees. 

While,  indeed,  the  natural  virtues  by  which  men 
live  together  are  not  by  any  means  wanting  among 
Mormons,  yet  the  finer  graces  of  the  Spirit,  the 
richer  experiences  of  the  religious  life  which  we 
commonly  associate  with  the  idea  af  saintship,  are 
apparently  unknown  to  these  " Latter  Day  Saints." 
6 6  A  Mormon  mystic  would  seem  a  contradiction  in 
terms."  It  could  hardly  be  otherwise,  when  God 
is  regarded  merely  as  a  man  grown  big.14 

The  task  which  confronts  the  Church  in  Utah, 
then,  is  nothing  less  than  the  conversion  to  a  truer 
Christian  faith,  of  the  major  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  entire  State ;  to  show  them,  in  all  broth- 
erly love,  a  better  way  of  life  than  the  way  of  their 
prophet ;  to  offer  them  the  Christian  conception  of 
God  and  the  Incarnation;  to  reveal  to  them,  by 
precept  and  life,  the  richer  experiences  of  personal 
fellowship  with  God ;  and  to  implant  within  them 
a  more  worthy  hope  of  the  life  hereafter  than  they 
now  have. 

14  "It  is  the  first  principle  of  the  G-ospel  to  know  for  a  certainty  the 
character  of  God,  and  to  know  that  we  may  converse  with  Him,  as  one 
man  converses  with  another  ....  God  Himself  was  once  as  we 
are  now,  and  is  an  exalted  man,  and  sits  enthroned  in  yonder  heavens." 
History  of  Joseph  Smith,  Millennial  Star,  Vol.  23,  Page  246,  quoted 
in  Brief  History  of  the  Church,  Anderson,  Page  99 


AMONG  THE  MORMONS 


19 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  CHURCH 

How,  then,  are  we  meeting  this  obligation? 
What  is  the  work  of  the  Church  among  the  Mor- 
mons? 

Christian  workers,  other  than  ourselves,  have  in 
the  past  addressed  themselves  to  the  task  in  two 
different  ways. 

If  the  Roman  Church  has  in  mind  a  definite  ap- 
peal to  the  Mormons,  and  if  its  attitude  and  ac- 
tivities can  be  called  a  method  of  attack,  then  that 
method  must  be  described  as  one  of  appeal  to  the 
eye.  The  Church  attempts  but  little  in  the  out- 
lying portions  of  the  State,  but  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
where  Mormon  power  and  efficiency  are  seen  at 
their  best,  it  has,  apparently,  sought  to  make  a 
counter-exhibition  of  organization,  architecture, 
and  wealth,  with  the  idea,  possibly,  of  meeting  the 
Mormons  with  their  own  weapons.  Its  equipment 
is  certainly  sufficiently  imposing,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  say  to  what  extent  it  is  affecting  the  mind  of 
Mormonism. 

The  second  method  of  approach  is  that  which, 
until  quite  recently,  has  been  in  favor  with  the 
Protestant  denominations,  the  method  of  public 
attack  and  unmeasured  denunciation.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  this  way  has  only  aroused  the  an- 
tagonism of  Mormonism,  and  confirmed  it  in  bitter 
hostility  to  Protestantism. 

But  Bishop  Tuttle,  the  first  of  our  Bishops  to 
the  Mormons,  with  truer  instinct   and  deeper 


20 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  CHURCH 


charity,  adopted  from  the  first  another  method— 
the  method  of  quiet,  persistent,  constructive  teach- 
ing and  preaching. 

It  was  in  1867  that  he  entered  Zion  as  the  herald 
of  the  Faith,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  our 
policy  has  been  to  avoid  polemics,  but  to  preach  and 
teach,  clearly  and  fearlessly,  the  Historic  Church 
and  the  Church's  ministry  and  Sacraments  and 
moral  system  and  mode  of  life,  leaving  the  leaven 
of  the  truth  to  work  its  way  through  the  mass  of 
error  surrounding  it. 

This  policy  was  very  early  put  into  operation 
along  three  distinct  lines— spiritual,  philanthropic, 
and  educational.  After  the  example  of  St.  Paul, 
whose  policy  it  was  to  establish  the  Church  first  in 
the  great  centers  of  civilization,  Bishop  Tuttle  and 
the  early  leaders  entrenched  themselves  first  in  the 
heart  of  Mormonism.  In  Salt  Lake  City,  St. 
Mark's  Cathedral  was  completed  and  consecrated 
in  1874,  although  it  had  been  in  use  for  a  consid- 
erable time  before  that,  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  the 
gift  of  three  sisters  in  St,  Paul's,  New  York,  was 
opened  in  1880,  and,  somewhat  later,  St,  Peter's 
and  St.  John's  were  organized  in  opposite  sections 
of  the  city;  while  in  Ogden,  the  second  city  in 
Utah, 'the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  was  opened 
for  worship  in  1875.  From  these  centers  the 
Church  has  steadily,  although  of  necessity  slowly, 
extended  her  borders.  Utah  abounds  in  metal  and 
mineral  wealth,  and  from  the  first  we  have  sought 
to  occupy  as  many  of  the  mining  camps  as  the 
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limited  supply  of  means  and  workers  permitted, 
and  at  the  present  time  we  are  doing  efficient  work 
in  about  half  a  dozen  important  mining  centers. 

But  quite  the  most  promising  of  our  activities 
outside  the  two  cities  is  the  work  among  the  mixed 
population  of  Mormons  and  Gentiles,  including, 
among  the  latter,  the  Ute  Indians  on  the  Indian 
Reservation  in  Eastern  and  Northeastern  Utah.  A 
number  of  small  towns  with  every  promise  of  fu- 
ture growth  have  sprung  up  in  this  district,  in  all 
of  which  we  have  established  ourselves  prominent- 
ly, and,  with  a  sufficient  equipment  in  men  and 
buildings  and  money,  there  seems  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Church  can,  in  a  comparatively 
short  time,  become  the  controlling  religious  force 
in  that  section  of  the  State. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  however,  the  Church  has 
confined  her  efforts  to  the  northern  half  of  the 
state.  Nothing  has  been  attempted  in  the  south- 
ern portion.  This  is  a  semi-tropical  section,  with 
wonderful  agricultural  and  mining  possibilities, 
but  solidly  Mormon  in  population.  The  people  are 
tenacious  of  the  faith  and  manners  of  their  fathers, 
and  are  apparently  uninterested  in  the  commercial 
development  of  the  country,  particularly  at  the 
hands  of  the  Gentiles.  Nevertheless  the  present 
Bishop  of  Utah  contemplates  an  early  visit  to  this 
territory,  in  order  to  survey  the  situation  and  to 
put  the  Church  in  readiness  for  any  opportunities 
that  may  arise  in  the  future. 

Altogether,  the  outlook  for  the  Church  in  Utah  on 
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the  purely  spiritual  side,  not  to  speak  of  other  de- 
partments, has  never  been  brighter  than  at  the 
present  time.  The  aspect  under  which  the  Bishop 
seeks  to  present  the  Church  is  definitely,  unreserv- 
edly, outspokenly  historic  and  Catholic,  "as  this 
Church  hath  received  the  same. ' '  He  is  surround- 
ing himself  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  clergy  of 
scholarship  and  ability,  who  are  in  sympathy  with 
his  own  policies  and  aspirations.  Baptisms  and 
confirmations  are  increasing  in  number,  and  the 
future  in  this  department  of  his  work  is  full  of 
promise. 

Along  the  line  of  philanthropy,  the  outstanding 
effort  of  the  Church  is  found  in  St.  Mark's  Hospi- 
tal, Salt  Lake  City.  This  institution  was  opened 
in  April,  1872,  chiefly  for  the  accommodation  of 
victims  of  accidents  in  the  adjacent' mines.  But 
its  sphere  of  usefulness  quickly  expanded,  and  for 
well-nigh  fifty  years  its  ministrations  to  people  of 
all  sorts  and  conditions,  without  discrimination, 
and  frequently  without  money  and  without  price 
(it  is  the  only  hospital  in  the  city  where  free  treat- 
ment is  possible),  have  commended  it,  and  the 
Church  which  gave  it  birth,  to  Gentiles  and  Mor- 
mons alike. 

In  recent  years  the  Mormons  have  established  a 
hospital  of  their  own,  superior  to  St.  Mark's  in  its 
location,  its  buildings,  and  its  equipment,  and  like- 
wise has  the  Roman  Church;  but  old  St.  Mark's 
still  holds  its  own,  freely  offering  help  to  the  poor 
and  needy,  who  would  find  no  welcome  within  the 
walls  of  its  more  pretentious  sisters.  Nevertheless 
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it  goes  on  its  way  haltingly  for  lack  of  support,  and 
if  the  Church  is  to  maintain  the  splendid  record  of 
this  fine  institution,  with  dignity  to  itself  and  with 
proper  consideration  of  those  whom  the  hospital 
serves,  it  must,  sooner  or  later,  provide  sufficient 
money  for  a  new  site,  new  buildings,  new  equip- 
ment, and  adequate  endowment. 

The  third  line  of  activity  very  early  undertaken 
by  the  Church  was  education.  This  was  of  prime 
importance,  because  the  Mormons  of  that  time 
cared  little  for  education  in  the  broader  sense  of 
the  word. 

During  the  decade  from  1870  to  1880,  several 
small  schools  were  established  at  points  outside 
Salt  Lake  City,  but  it  was  within  the  city  itself  that 
the  most  effective  work  was  accomplished.  Here 
were  established  three  schools  which  flourished  for 
many  years,  until  the  development  of  the  public 
school  system  compelled  two  of  them  to  close  their 
doors.  But  Rowland  Hall,  a  boarding  school  for 
girls,  continued  its  work,  and  with  varying  for- 
tunes has  maintained  itself,  with  more  or  less  of 
outside  assistance,  to  the  present  time.  This  school 
has  a  very  attractive  site  in  the  best  part  of  the 
city,  its  buildings  and  equipment  are  excellent,  and 
its  quiet,  persistent  influence  for  good  is  incalcu- 
lable. Daily  services  are  maintained  in  the  chapel, 
at  which  attendance  by  the  students  is  compulsory, 
definite  religious  instruction  is  given,  and  the  at- 
mosphere of  the  place  is  at  all  times  the  atmosphere 
of  culture  and  refinement,  of  high  moral  standards 
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and  religious  and  Churchly  ideals.  The  present 
Bishop  of  Utah  has  recently  stated  that  of  about 
a  dozen  individual  conversions  from  Mormonism 
during  the  past  year,  four  are  directly  due  to  the 
influence  of  Rowland  Hall. 

Under  this  division  of  her  activities  may  be 
placed  also  the  work  of  the  Church  in  connection 
with  schools  not  her  own. 

The  State  Agricultural  College  is  located  at 
Logan,  a  stronghold  of  the  Mormons,  who  have 
here  a  Temple.  The  Church  has  maintained  a 
mission  at  this  place  for  many  years,  and  at  one 
time  supported  a  lodge,  or  club  house,  with  a  li- 
brary, for  the  students  at  the  College,  nearly  all  of 
whom  are  Mormons. 

While  these  adjuncts  are  no  longer  maintained, 
as  the  necessity  for  them  has  passed,  the  Church 
retains  the  respect  of  the  community,  and  its  in- 
fluence is  distinctly  recognized. 

At  a  recent  visitation  of  the  Bishop  at  this  place, 
the  Mormon  Glee  Club  offered  themselves  to  assist 
in  the  service  at  the  Church.  The  offer  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  Bishop  seized  the  opportunity  to 
preach  boldly  our  own  historic  position. 

At  Provo,  a  city  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants, 
ninety  per  cent  of  whom  are  Mormons,  is  located 
the  Brigham  Young  University— a  purely  Mormon 
institution.  Here,  too,  we  have  a  mission  church, 
whose  priest  has  long  made  it  one  of  his  chief  duties 
to  attend  the  lectures  of  the  school  and  to  mingle 
with  the  faculty  and  students  and  engage,  when- 
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ever  possible,  in  religious  discussion.  The  results 
of  this  are  becoming  apparent.  Influential  men 
in  the  communit}^,  as  well  as  the  students  in  the 
school,  are  becoming  earnest  enquirers  into  our  po- 
sition, and  there  is  fair  prospect  of  many  confirma- 
tions from  these  sources.  Further  proof  of  the 
respect  in  which  the  Church  is  held  in  this  com- 
munity is  the  fact  that  the  Mormons  have  recently 
requested  the  Bishop  to  take  over  the  hospital  as 
one  of  his  own  institutions,  promising  him  finan- 
cial support  in  its  maintenance. 

But  foremost  among  the  Church's  activities  in 
connection  with  the  educational  institutions  of  the 
state  is  her  work  at  the  University  of  Utah,  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  Just  outside  the  campus  stands 
the  Emery  Memorial  House,  a  Church  club  for  men 
attending  the  University.  Dormitory  accommoda- 
tions are  provided  here  for  a  considerable  number 
of  men,  besides  gymnasium  facilities,  an  excellent 
library,  and  a  large  and  attractive  living  and  read- 
ing room,  while  in  the  chapel  daily  Prayer  Book 
services  are  maintained  by  a  priest  whose  chief 
duty  is  the  spiritual  oversight  of  the  house.  It  is 
the  avowed  purpose  of  the  present  Bishop,  recently 
expressed,  ' '  to  have  the  round  collar  very  much  in 
evidence  in  the  House, ' '  and  as  there  is  an  increas- 
ingly better  understanding  between  the  House  and 
the  University,  the  future  influence  of  the  Church 
in  this  field,  if  it  is  wisely  exerted,  can  scarcely  be 
over-estimated. 

Indeed,  the  esteem  in  which  the  House  is  held  by 
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the  University  may  be  perceived  in  the  fact  that 
recently  the  Dean  of  Women  has  requested  the 
Bishop  to  establish  a  house  for  girls,  on  the 
campus,  similar  to  the  Emery  House,  as  she  re- 
gards that  as  a  "most  important  work."  This  is 
significant  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  Univer- 
sity of  Utah  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  Mor- 
mon institution,  both  as  to  its  faculty  and  its 
student  body.15 

But  in  addition  to  these  broadening  activities 
along  the  lines  of  evangelism,  philanthropy,  and 
education,  we  have  entered  upon  a  more  aggressive 
line  of  attack,  in  the  undermining  of  the  very 
foundations  of  Mormonism,  by  an  appeal  to 
modern  scholarship. 

The  Right  Reverend  Paul  J  ones,  late  Bishop  of 
Utah,  took  the  initiative  in  this  work,  while  still  a 
parish  priest  in  Logan,  Utah. 

Responding  to  a  general  public  challenge  by  Mr. 
Brigham  H.  Roberts,  a  Mormon  writer  of  promi- 
nence, to  subject  the  Book  of  Mormon  "to  every 
test,  to  literary  criticism  as  well  as  to  every  other 
class  of  criticism,"  Bishop  Jones,  in  a  brief  but 
suggestive  pamphlet,16  applied  some  of  the  findings 
of  modern  Bible  study  to  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
greatly  to  the  discredit  of  the  latter 's  claim  to  in- 
spiration. 

15  The  Bishop  of  Utah  contemplates  the  establishment,  when  the  time 
is  ripe,  of  a  theological  school  in  Salt  Lake  City  for  the  training  of  men 
chosen  from  the  field  itself.  The  Emery  House  offers  excellent  facilities 
for  such  an  enterprise. 

16  The  Bible  and  the  Book  of  Mormon,  by  Rev.  Paul  Jones. 
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The  Bishop  shows,  for  example,  that  the  chron- 
ology in  the  text  of  the  Mormon  book  is  the  now 
discarded  chronology  of  Archbishop  Ussher.  He 
points  ont  that  the  book  assumes,  in  various  places, 
the  existence  of  chapters  48-54  of  the  Book  of 
Isaiah,  as  early  as  597-596  B.  C,  whereas  author- 
ities today  place  the  date  of  these  chapters  at  least 
a  half  century  later. 

In  chapters  12-14  of  III  Nephi  {Booh  of  Mor- 
mon) Christ  is  represented  as  delivering  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  (St.  Matt.  5-7) 
upon  a  single  occasion;  and  the  Bishop  contrasts 
this  writh  the  opinion  of  present  day  scholars  that 
the  4 4 sermon,"  in  its  present  form,  is  a  collection 
of  sayings  uttered  upon  various  occasions. 

The  writer  also  shows  that  whereas  modern 
Bible  study  has  brought  into  prominence  the  fact 
of  a  gradual  unfolding  of  Divine  truth,  in  the 
course  of  man's  spiritual  history,  yet  the  Book  of 
Mormon  recognizes  no  such  progressive  revelation, 
4 'but  assumes  that  what  was  known  finally  must 
have  been  known  as  well  at  the  beginning"  .  .  . 
and  "that  what  was  held  and  believed  at  the  begin- 
ning must  necessarily  be  believed  at  the  end. " 

The  result  of  the  comparison  of  these  and  other 
assumptions  and  assertions  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon, with  the  findings  of  modern  scholarship,  is  to 
place  the  book  in  a  most  unfavorable  light.  It 
clearly  does  not  stand  the  test  of  the  historical 
criticism  of  the  Bible;  and  the  Bishop  concludes 
that  the  book,  so  far  from  being  a  translation  of 
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ancient,  inspired  documents,  was  actually  com- 
posed about  the  time  of  its  publication  by  one  who 
wrote  from  the  standpoint  of  the  commonly  ac- 
cepted opinions  of  his  own  day. 

But  a  far  more  serious  blow  at  Mormonism  than 
this  is  the  indictment  of  J oseph  Smith  as  a  trans- 
lator, by  the  Right  Reverend  Dr.  Spalding,  some- 
time Bishop  of  Utah. 

The  challenge  of  Mr.  Roberts,  referred  to  above, 
was  responded  to  by  Bishop  Spalding  with  an  ex- 
posure of  so  damaging  a  nature  that  it  left  Mor- 
monism with  no  intellectual  foundation  whatso- 
ever. 

In  his  reply  to  the  challenge,  the  Bishop,  for  the 
sake  of  his  argument,  left  unquestioned  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  story  of  the  finding  of  the  golden 
plates,  but  he  did  raise  the  question  whether  the 
translation  of  the  plates  was  correct.  Smith  had 
maintained  that  the  language  of  the  plates  was  ' '  re- 
formed Egyptian."  In  his  day,  however,  knowl- 
edge of  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphics  was  in  a  very 
elementary  stage,  and  he  could  not  possibly  have 
received  any  scientific  aid  in  the  decipherment  of 
his  plates. 

If,  therefore,  so  the  Bishop  reasoned,  the  trans- 
lation were  found  to  be  correct,  in  the  light  of 
modern  knowledge,  Smith 's  position  as  an  inspired 
prophet  would  receive  the  strongest  confirmation ; 
while  if  linguistic  science  failed  to  confirm  the 
translation,  the  reverse  would  be  the  case. 

But  the  difficulty  was  that  the  plates  themselves 
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had  been  carried  away  by  a  heavenly  messenger, 
according  to  Morn  on  belief,  and  hence  there  was 
10  means  of  comparing  the  translation  with  the 
original. 

However,  among  the  writings  contained  in  the 
Pearl  of  Great  Price  is  "The  Book  of  Abraham"; 
"A  translation  of  some  ancient  Records  that  have 
fallen  into  our  hands  from  the  catacombs  of  Egypt ; 
the  writings  of  Abraham  while  he  was  in  Egypt, 
called  the  Book  of  Abraham,  written  by  his  own 
hand,  upon  papyrus. ' ' 

The  book  purports  to  be  a  translation  of  Egyp- 
tian hieroglyphics  which  were  found  upon  parch- 
ment accompanying  some  mummies  which  fell  into 
Smith's  hands  in  1835,  and  it  is  accepted  by  Mor- 
mons as  a  Divine  message,  of  equal  inspiration  with 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

The  original  papyrus  is  said  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed in  the  Chicago  fire  in  1871,  but  fortunately 
there  are  printed  with  the  book  three  f  ac-similes  of 
portions  of  it,  together  with  Smith's  interpretation 
of  the  figures,  and  translations  of  the  text. 

Bishop  Spalding  felt  that  if  these  interpreta- 
tions and  translations  were  shown  by  competent 
scholars  to  be  correct,  then  the  translation  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  might  reasonably  be  assumed  to 
be  correct  also,  at  the  same  time  expressing  the 
hope  that  if  the  findings  of  the  scholars  were  ad- 
verse, Mormon  searchers  after  truth  would  "  cour- 
ageously re-adjust  their  system  of  belief,  however 
radical  a  revolution  of  thought  might  be  required. ' ' 
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Accordingly  lie  sent  copies  of  the  Pearl  of  Great 
Price  containing  the  fac-similes  of  the  original,  in- 
scriptions, together  with  the  explanations  and 
translations,  to  the  following-named  Egyptologists 
and  Semitists  of  international  standing :  Dr.  A.  H. 
Sayce,  Oxford  University;  Dr.  J.  H.  Breasted, 
Chicago  University;  Dr.  A.  C.  Mace,  Department 
of  Egyptology,  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New 
York ;  Dr.  J.  P.  Peters,  Director  of  the  Babylonian 
Expedition  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
1888-1895 ;  Dr.  S.  A.  B.  Mercer,  Western  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  Chicago;  Dr.  E.  Meyer,  University 
of  Berlin;  and  Dr.  F.  Baron  Y.  Bissing,  Univer- 
sity of  Munich,  requesting  these  scholars  to  give 
their  expert  judgment,  as  linguists,  on  the  fac- 
similes, and  the  explanations  and  translations. 

The  request  was  readily  complied  with,  and, 
working  quite  independently  of  each  other,  they 
rendered  an  opinion  which  was  practically  unani- 
mous. 

Space  forbids  a  detailed  discussion  of  these  re- 
plies, but  they  agree,  in  general,  that  (1)  the  fac- 
similes themselves  are  merely  a  part  of  the  ordi- 
nary equipment  of  the  dead  "in  the  later  period  of 
Egyptian  civilization  before  the  Christian  era,"17 
(2)  they  were  very  imperfectly  copied  from  the 
originals,  (3)  the  Prophet's  " explanations  from  a 
scientific  and  scholarly  standpoint  are  " absurd,"18 
' 4 fantastical, "19  "a  farrago  of  nonsense";20  and  the 

iT  Dr.  Breasted. 
1S  Dr.  Mercer. 
U)  Dr.  Meyer. 
20  Dr.  Mace. 
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general  conclusion  is  that  the  prophet  was  either 
self-deceived  or  an  imposter. 

In  the  autumn  of  1912  Bishop  Spalding  pub- 
lished the  results  of  this  inquiry  in  a  pamphlet  en- 
titled Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  as  a  Translator. 

After  the  turmoil  had  somewhat  subsided,  Dr. 
Mercer,  in  a  scholarly  article  in  the  Utah  Survey 
of  September,  1913,  reviewed  the  whole  contro- 
versy, examining  in  detail  the  replies  to  the 
Bishop's  inquiry,  reconciling  what  seemed,  to  the 
lay  mind,  to  be  differences  of  opinion  among  the 
experts,  and  replying  to  the  Mormon  objections  to 
the  Bishop's  method  and  conclusions.  Obviously, 
if  the  three  fac-similes  make  so  poor  a  showing 
under  the  white  light  of  scientific  examination,  the 
remainder  of  the  Book  of  Abraham  is  left  without 
support  for  its  claims ;  and  Dr.  Mercer  draws  the 
only  conclusion  possible  in  the  premises,  viz.,  that 
Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  rather  than  Abraham,  was  the 
author  of  the  book.21 

And,  by  the  same  token,  there  can  be  but  one 
reply  to  Bishop  Spalding's  question,  "Is  the  trans- 
lation of  the  Book  of  Mormon  correct?"  and  to  a 
still  more  vital  question,  "Who  was  really  the 
author  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  ? ' ' 

This,  then  is  the  work  of  the  Church  among  the 
Mormons.  By  straightforward  evangelistic  ef- 
fort; by  its  works  of  mercy  through  its  hospital: 
by  the  influence  of  its  own  school,  and  by  seeking  to 
influence  the  educational  centers  of  the  State;  and 

21  See  Appendix  E. 
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finally  by  disclosing  the  falsity  of  its  most  funda- 
mental claims  under  the  pitiless  light  of  scientific 
examination— by  all  these  means  the  Church  has 
sought  to  win  this  stronghold  of  error  and  delusion 
to  the  true  faith. 

If  our  efforts  appear  to  have  produced  so  far  but 
meagre  results,  then  the  extreme  difficulty  of  the 
task  must  be  considered.  The  isolation  and  clan- 
nishness  of  these  people ;  their  suspicion  and  open 
hostility ;  the  perfection  of  their  organization ;  and, 
until  recently  at  least,  the  utter  subservience  of  the 
rank  and  file  to  their  leaders ;  and  the  thoroughness 
of  their  schooling  in  their  religion  from  childhood 
to  maturity,  must  all  be  taken  into  account.  The 
progress  has  been  slow,  but  the  outlook  for  the  fu- 
ture is  full  of  promise. 

For  the  work  of  the  Church  in  Utah  is  in  good 
hands.  There  is  a  clear  understanding  of  the  task 
and  a  definite  policy  for  accomplishing  it.  But 
men  and  money  will  be  needed.  Men,  for  our  body 
of  clergy  is  pitifully  small,  and  money,  for  while 
Mormonism  can  command  millions,  $50,000  is  our 
highest  appropriation  so  far.  The  problem  calls 
for  serious  consideration,  for,  if  the  situation  is  not 
immediately  critical,  it  will  become  so  in  time,  and 
perhaps  at  no  distant  date.  For  there  are  not 
lacking  symptoms  of  unrest  among  the  Saints,  and 
a  disquieting  feature  of  these  symptoms  is  a  ten- 
dency towards  cynicism  in  things  religious.  The 
impulse  of  the  disillusioned  Mormon  is  not  to  unite 
himself  with  some  other  body  or  to  seek  truth  in 
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some  other  field,  but  to  forsake  religion  altogether. 

And  the  great  disillusionment  is  coming  one  day 
to  thousands.  That  fact  constitutes  the  problem 
and  the  task  of  the  Church.  Shall  she  permit  four 
hundred  thousand  disillusioned  people,  shorn  of 
the  faith  on  which  they  had  builded  their  hopes, 
with  the  house  of  their  religion  falling  about  them 
like  a  house  of  cards— shall  she  permit  them  to  fall 
away  into  faithlessness  and  Godlessness,  or  shall 
she  be  able  to  offer  them  the  everlasting  Gospel 
which  they  dreamed  they  had,  but  had  not  ? 

We  can  meet  this  situation  as  no  other  religious 
body  can  possibly  meet  it,  because  there  are  so 
many  points  of  contact.  The  Mormon  is  thorough- 
ly schooled  in  the  " Church  idea,"  and  that,  of 
course,  is  fundamental  with  us.  He  believes  in  an 
historic  ministry,  perpetuated  by  tactual  succes- 
sion ;  so  do  we.  He  believes  in  Baptism  as  neces- 
sary to  salvation ;  so  do  we,  where  it  may  be  had ; 
and  while  he  insists  upon  immersion  as  the  only 
method,  we  at  least  practise  that  method  upon  oc- 
casion. He  believes  in  and  practises  the  laying  on 
of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  so  do  we. 
He  believes  in  and  exercises  a  ministry  of  healing ; 
so  do  we.  He  believes  in  the  active  ministry  of 
angels  in  the  affairs  of  men ;  so  do  we.  He  holds  a 
doctrine  of  the  intermediate  state  and  of  assistance 
offered  by  the  living  to  the  departed;  and  so 
do  we.22 

We  are  in  all  respects  abundantly  equipped  to 


22  See  Note  7. 
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go  to  these  people  of  the  Western  Zion,  and  with 
open  arms  bid  them,  when  their  eyes  are  opened, 
pass  out  from  the  shadows  of  spiritual  things,  with- 
in which  they  have  for  so  long  moved,  into  the 
clear  light  of  the  Faith  once  for  all  delivered  to  the 
Saints,  into  the  bosom  of  the  6 '  Church  of  the  living 
God,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  Truth." 


APPENDIX  A. 


THE  AKTICLES  OF  FAITH 

The  "Articles  of  Faith"  date  from  March  1,  1841.  They  were 
originally  a  portion  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  to  an  inquirer,  and  were  later  published  in  the  History  of 
Joseph  Smith.— (Millennial  Star,  Yol.  XIX,  Page  20). 

'The  Articles  of  Faith" 
of  the  church  of  jesus  christ  of  latter-day  saints 

"1.  We  believe  in  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  and  in  His  son, 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

"2.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  for  their  own  sins, 
and  not  for  Adam's  transgression. 

"3.  We  believe  that  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all  man- 
kind may  be  saved,  by  obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
Gospel. 

"4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  of  the 
Gospel  are: — (1)  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  (2)  Repentance; 
(3)  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins;  (4)  Laying 
on  of  Hands  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

"5.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by  prophecy, 
and  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  by  those  who  are  in  authority,  to 
preach  the  Gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordinances  thereof. 

"6.  We  believe  in  the  same  organization  that  existed  in  the 
Primitive  Church,  viz.  Apostles,  prophets,  pastors,  teachers, 
evangelists,  etc. 

"7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

"8.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  it  is 
translated  correctly ;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon  to  be  the 
word  of  God. 

"9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  does  now 
reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great  and  im- 
portant things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

"10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon  this 
(the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  will  reign  personally  upon 
the  earth;  and,  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and  receive  its 
paradisiacal  glory. 

"11,  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshipping  Almighty  God  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience,  and  allow  all  men 
the  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what  they  may. 


36 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  CHURCH 


"12.  We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  magistrates  in  obeying,  honoring,  and  sustaining  the  law. 

"13.  We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men ;  indeed,  we  may  say  that  we 
follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  We  believe  all  things,  we  hope  all 
things,  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  en- 
dure all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous,  lovely,  or  of  good 
report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these  things. — Joseph  Smith/' 

APPENDIX  B. 

MORMON  THEORY  TO  JUSTIFY  POLYGAMY 

Mormons  believe  in  a  pre-existent  period  of  human  existence, 
known  as  the'  stage  of  "primeval  childhood"  or  "first  estate  ;"cf. 
Pearl  of  Great  Price,  Abraham  3:22-26;  Moses  3:4-7;  and  Talmage, 
Articles  of  Faith,  p.  199.  "The  population  of  the  earth  is  fixed 
according  to  the  number  of  spirits  appointed  to  take  tabernacles 
of  flesh  upon  this  sphere." 

The  connection  between  this  theory  and  the  doctrine  of  Polyg- 
amy will  be  readily  perceived :  The  polygamist  thinks  he  is  helping 
to  give  bodies  to  pre-existent  spirits. 

APPENDIX  C. 

THE  RE-ORGANIZED  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER  DAY  SAINTS 

Besides  the  "dominant  Church"  of  the  Mormons,  i.  e.,  the  Church 
whose  center  is  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  there  is  another  Mormon 
body  of  considerable  pretension,  known  as  the  "Reorganized  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints." 

When  Brigham  Young  led  the  Mormon  emigration  to  the  far 
West,  a  considerable  number  of  the  followers  of  the  prophet  Smith 
found  themselves  unable  to  accept  Young's  teachings  and  leader- 
ship; and  they  accordingly  came  together  and  formed  the  Reor- 
ganized Church,  under  the  direction  of  Joseph  Smith,  the  eldest 
son  of  the  prophet. 

For  about  fifty  years,  the  headquarters  of  this  organization  were 
at  Lamoni,  Decatur  County,  Iowa.  Here  are  maintained  a  school, 
an  old  people's  home,  a  children's  home,  and  a  publishing  house. 
They  have  also  a  strong  congregation  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  are 
found  in  other  parts  of  the  state. 

In  July,  1920,  however,  the  general  Conference  of  the  Church, 
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sitting  at  Independence,  Mo.,  changed  the  headquarters  from 
Lamoni  to  Independence.  This  is  a  city  of  about  15,000  persons, 
5,000  of  whom  are  Mormons,  four  sects  of  this  faith  being  repre- 
sented here.  The  Reorganized  Church  is  building  here  a  $700,000 
Auditorium,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  7,000,  to  accommodate  their 
world  Conference»in  1922. 

The  differences  between  the  Reorganized  Church  and  Utah 
Mormonism  have  been  stated  thus:  (a) 

"We  (the  Reorganized  Church)  do  not  teach,  practise,  or  be- 
lieve the  doctrine  of  polygamy,  nor  have  we  ever  done  so  . 

"We  reject  the  doctrine  advanced  by  Brigham  Young,  that  'Adam 
is  our  God,  and  the  only  God  with  whom  we  have  to  do/' 

"We  do  not  believe  in  political  interference.  Our  members  are 
free  to  support  any  political  party,  without  dictation  or  interference 
from  the  priesthood. 

"We  do  not  believe  in  Commercialism  within  the  Church,  as 
exhibited  in  the  Church  in  Utah.  While  we  hold  to  the  law  of 
titheing  as  a  Scriptural  doctrine,  the  paying  of  tithes  is  optional 
with  the  membership,  and  the  spiritual  authorities  are  not  per- 
mitted to  enrich  themselves  from  the  tithes  gathered  .... 

"During  the  period  of  his  (Joseph  Smith's)  life  and  presidency, 
both  he  and  the  Church  taught  strict  monogamy,  and  denounced 
polygamy  and  other  evils,  as  evidence  abundantly  shows  

"Brigham  Young  introduced  the  doctrines  that  we  have  men- 
tioned, and  these  doctrines  have  become  so  notorious,  that  many 
now  suppose  that  they  were  a  part  of  so-called  'Mormonism'  from 
the  first." 

In  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  and  Independence,  Mo. 
(the  three  are  practically  one,  adjoining  each  other),  there  are 
thirty  Mormon  churches,  seven  of  them  in  Independence. 

Of  the  work  of  the  Church  amongst  these  people  in  Independ- 
ence, the  Bishop  of  West  Missouri,  the  Right  Rev.  Sidney  C. 
Partridge,  D.  D.,  says: 

"As  far  as  I  know,  this  Church  (which  has  only  a  very  small,  old 
parish  there)  has  never  undertaken  any  systematic  campaign 
against  them  as  such,  though  from  time  to  time  the  Rector  gives 
lectures  on  the  subject  from  a  Church  standpoint." 

The  Rector  of  the  Church,  the  Rev.  J.  V.  Plunkett,  states  that 
"Eight  hundred  Mormon  families  are  to  arrive  in  Independence 
this  autumn  (1921),  and  twelve  hundred  families  more  next  April, 
at  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  world-Conference. 

(a)  l>act:  An  open  Letter  to  the  Clergy,  Elbert  A.  Smith,  Reor- 
ganized Church,  Bureau  of  PuPblicity,  Lamoni,  Iowa. 
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Sectarian  reliction,  nolitics,  education,  and  business  are  so 
much  in  the  hands  of  Mormonism,  and  so  much  at  its  mercy,  that 
not  one  of  these  dare  lift  a  voice  against  it." 

He  also  expresses  the  hope  that  there  may  be  carried  on  "an  ag- 
gressive work  at  the  time  of  the  meetings  of  the 

L.  D.  S.  world  Conference  in  192'2,  such  as  a  two  weeks'  lecture 
course,  by  the  ablest  men  that  could  be  procured  in  the  Church." 
And  he  further  writes:  "Nearly  half  the  Mormon  population  in 
Independence  are  recruited  out  of  the  Church  of  England.  One 
would  think  that  the  mother  Church,  if  the  facts  were  rightly  put 
before  her,  would  be  more  than  anxious  to  join  with  the  American 
Church  in  an  effort  to  overthrow  Mormonism  in  this  place,  before 
it  reaches  the  power  of  Mormonism  in  Utah." 

APPENDIX  D. 

MORMONISM  OUTSIDE  UTAH  AND  MISSOURI 

The  Mormon  Church  has  always  been  characterized  by  intense 
missionary  activity.  It  has  extended  its  work  into  many  countries 
outside  the  United  States. 

Mormons  are  to  be  found  scattered  throughout  all  of  our  far 
western  states,  and  in  some  of  these  states  there  are  very  consider- 
able settlements  of  them.  The  following  letters  from  the  Bishops 
of  several  western  missionary  districts  will  indicate  the  relation  of 
the  Church  to  these  settlements,  in  the  several  jurisdictions. 

Arizona  : 

"Mesa,  Arizona,  is  the  most  important  Mormon  settlement,  al- 
though there  are  scattered  settlements  throughout  the  state.  We 
do  our  Church  work  in  all  places  we  can  reach,  but  are  not  making 
any  specific  effort  to  deal  with  the  Mormons. 

"J.  W.  Atwood, 
Bishop  of  Arizona." 

Montana  : 

,kI  know  of  no  Mormon  settlements  in  Montana.  They  must  be 
very  few  and  remote,  if  any,  or  I  should  have  learned  of  them. 
There  are  a  few  congregations  of  the  Reorganized  Latter  Day 
Saints ;  I  cannot  learn,  from  anything  I  now  have  access  .to,  how 
many.  Missionaries  are  going  about  from  house  to  house.  Re- 
cently I  confirmed  a  woman  who  had  come  to  us  from  the  Mormons. 

"Wm.  F.  Faber, 
April  30,  1921  Bishop  of  Montana." 
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New  Mexico  : 

"There  are  only  about  two  or  three  Mormon  settlements  in  New 
Mexico  and  Southwest  Texas,  and  their  population  comparatively 
small.  The  largest  settlement  is  at  Fruitland,  on  the  San  Juan 
river,  near  Farmington.  Here  there  are  valuable  farming  holdings, 
and  the  community  consists  of  school-house,  village  store,  and 
scattered  farm  houses,  presided  over  by  a  Mormon  bishop.  They 
are  quiet  and  inoffensive  people.  Occasionally  some  of  them  at- 
tend our  services.  No  definite  or  concerted  effort  by  the  Episcopal 
Church  has  as  yet  been  made  among  these  people.  So  far  as  I  can 
judge,  I  see  no  present  evidences  of  increase  in  the  Mormon  settle- 
ments, or  of  their  becoming  an  active  force  in  the  civic  or  Church 
life  of  our  part  of  the  country. 

"F.  B.  Howden, 

May  2,  1921  Bishop  of  New  Mexico." 

Nevada  : 

"There  are  about  half  a  dozen  Mormon  settlements  in  eastern 
Nevada  in  four  small  valleys  susceptible  to  cultivation.  There  are 
very  few  Gentiles  in  these  communities,  as  such  are  not  able  to 
make  a  living  on  account  of  the  clannishness  of  the  Mormons. 

"The  1916  U.  S.  Religious  Census  shows  that  the  members  of  the 
Mormon  Church  number  a  little  under  four  per  cent  of  the  total 
population  of  Nevada,  about  3,400  Mormons.The  Church  is  not 
working  in  any  of  these  communities. 

"G.  C.  Hunting, 
May  2,  1921  Bishop  of  Nevada." 

Wyoming  : 

"We  have  several  centers  of  Mormon  population  here.  Star 
Valley  which  has  an  almost  solid  Mormon  population  is  most  pros- 
perous. There  are  several  hundred  people  there — between  three 
hundred  and  six  hundred  I  should  say.  It  is  reported  that  in  Star 
Valley  polygamy  is  practised. 

"In  Jackson's  Hole  about  one  half  the  population  is  Mormon. 
I  am  told  there  are  about  one  thousand  people  in  the  Hole,  al- 
though I  am  inclined  to  doubt  this.  I  should  say  that  little  if  any 
polygamy  is  practised  there. 

"In  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  state,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Burnt  Fork,  the  population  is  pretty  generally  Mormon.  There 
is  little  if  any  religious  work  being  done  by  any  other  body  there. 
Evanston,  with  possibly  2,000  people,  shows  one  half  the  population 
to  be  Mormon.  The  population  there  is  stable,  and,  so  far  as  I 
know,  conforms  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  with  reference 
to  polygamy. 
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"In  the  northern  part  of  the  state  there  are  Mormons  in  and 
about  Garland,  and  large  numbers  in  Lovell  and  Cowley,  which 
erected  in  Lovell,  and  quite  a  number  of  people  have  gone  in  there. 
The  Mormons  still  dominate,  however.  Cowley  is  almost  entirely  a 
Mormon  community. 

''For  the  moment,  this  would  seem  to  me  to  exhaust  the  commun- 
ities which  are  distinctively  Mormon,  although  individual  Mormon 
families  are  to  be  found  in  almost  every  portion  of  the  state.  It 
has  been  said,  and  I  suspect  it  is  true,  that  the  Mormon  vote 
would,  if  united,  be  the  political  balance  of  power  in  Wyoming. 

"K  S.  Thomas, 

May  9,  1921  Bishop  of  Wyoming." 

The  Mormons  have  a  number  of  settlements  in  Idaho,  and  they 
have  also  established  themselves  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

There  are  several  congregations  in  Chicago,  but  no  special  ef- 
fort is  being  made  to  influence  them. 

APPENDIX  E. 

JOSEPH  SMITH  AMONG  THE  EGYPTOLOGISTS 


The  above  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  fac-similes  from  "The  Book  of 
Abraham"  as  it  appears  in  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price.  Joseph 
Smith's  explanation  of  the  figures  is  given  along  with  the  explan- 
ations of  some  of  the  Egyptologists  to  whom  the  picture  was  sent. 
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On  the  picture  as  a  whole,  Professor  Mercer  writes : 

"The  scene  represented  by  this  facsimile  is  a  very  common  one, 
and  occurs  in  slightly  varied  forms  in  most  copies  of  the  funeral 
papyri,  coffins,  tombs,  and  temple  walls  of  Egypt.  The  fac-simile 
has  been  very  poorly  made  and  the  hieroglyphics  are  too  badly 
copied  to  be  readable." 

Figure  one,  according  to  the  Egyptologists,  is  Osiris,  according  to 
Joseph  Smith  it  is  Abraham  sitting  upon  Pharaoh's  throne,  by  the 
politeness  of  the  king,  with  a  crown  upon  his  head  representing 
the  Priesthood,  as  emblematical  of  the  grand  Presidency  in 
Heaven;  with  the  sceptre  of  justice  and  judgment  in  his  hand. 

Figure  two,  Joseph  Smith  explained  as  "King  Pharaoh,  whose 
name  is  given  in  the  characters  above  his  head,"  the  Egyptologists 
say  it  is  Isis. 

In  Figure  three,  Joseph  Smith  saw  "Abraham  in  Egypt,"  the 
Egyptologists  some  kind  of  offering  table. 

Figure  four  is  interpreted  as  a  goddess  by  the  Egyptologists,  as 
"Prince  of  Pharaoh"  (sic)  by  Joseph  Smith. 

Figure  five  the  Egyptologists  say  is  a  dead  man  brought  before 
Osiris  for  judgment,  Joseph  Smith  explained  it  as  "Shulem,  one  of 
the  king's  principal  waiters,  as  represented  by  the  characters  above 
his  hand." 

Figure  six  is  either  Anubis  or  the  shadow  of  the  dead,  according 
to  the  Egyptologists,  but  Joseph  Smith  declared  it  to  be  "Olimlah, 
a  slave  belonging  to  the  prince." 

In  general,  the  Egyptologists  agree  that  the  scene  represents  the 
judgment  of  a  dead  man  by  Osiris  while  to  Joseph  Smith  it  was 
"Abraham  reasoning  upon  the  principles  of  astronomy,  in  the 
king's  court."  A  full  exposure  of  Joseph  Smith  as  a  translator  of 
Egyptian  figures  and  hieroglyphics  may  be  found  in  an  article 
by  Professor  Mercer  in  The  Utah  Survey,  vol.  one,  number  one, 
September,  1913.  It  is  there  shown  that  the  defenders  of  Joseph 
Smith's  knowledge  of  Egyptology  are  like  the  Irish  mother  who, 
on  seeing  her  son  march  past  with  his  regiment,  declared  that  all 
were  out  of  step  except  her  Johnny ! 


